
Encourage LAUSD Participation in the PulsePoint
Application to Save Lives (Res-053-14/15)
Date Noticed: 2/10/2015 Date of Action: 4/14/2015

Whereas, The Los Angeles County Fire Department and the Los Angeles Fire Department have announced
their participation in the PulsePoint Application (PulsePoint App), a smart phone application designed explicitly
to save lives by connecting persons experiencing Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) in a public place with citizen
volunteers willing to assist and are within a one-quarter mile radius;

Whereas, To be most effective in saving as many lives as possible and improving the chances for survival for
victims of SCA, it is imperative to increase the number of volunteer registrants in the PulsePoint App; 

Whereas, SCA is a leading cause of death in the United States, accounting for an estimated 325,000 deaths
each year (which is approximately 1,000 people a day or one person every two minutes);

Whereas, Eighty percent of out-of-hospital cardiac arrests happen at home or within private settings, and
survival rates nationally for SCA are less than 8 percent.;

Whereas, Delivery of chest compressions is lifesaving first aid, and can sustain life until emergency
responders arrive by helping to maintain vital blood flow to the heart and brain;

Whereas, In April 2008, the American Heart Association revised its recommendations and encouraged
bystanders to use Hands-Only CPR as an alternative to the combined rescue breathing and chest compression
method. It is believed that this change will significantly increase the willingness of bystanders to assist, and if
administered immediately, can double or triple a cardiac arrest victim’s chance of survival;

Whereas, The PulsePoint App will alert registered volunteers and off-duty first responders, at the same time
emergency responders are notified, that there is a cardiac arrest victim in his/her proximity in a public place.
The application uses sophisticated location-based services to alert trained citizens in the immediate vicinity of
the need for emergency assistance;

Whereas, The PulsePoint App also directs these citizen rescuers to the exact location of the closest public
access Automated External Defibrillator (AED). An individual is able to report and update AED locations using
the PulsePoint AED Application (PulsePoint AED App). As a result, volunteer responders and off-duty
professionals, such as firefighters, police officers, and nurses, will be able to locate the AED closest to them
when a cardiac emergency occurs;

Whereas, Marketing and outreach activities are handled by PulsePoint, a 501(c)(3) non-profit, foundation 
whose mission is to improve communication with local public safety agencies and empower individuals to use
their skills in aiding someone with SCA and reduce millions of annual deaths;

Whereas, Downloading both the PulsePoint App and the PulsePoint AED App offer the potential of saving
thousands of lives within and beyond the boundaries of the Los Angeles Unified School District; and

Whereas, The PulsePoint App currently provides coverage for hundreds of cities and communities in other 
states and countries, including Arizona, South Dakota, Oregon, Ohio, Florida, New York, and Australia; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Governing Board of the Los Angeles Unified School District urges all District employees,
students, and their families to be prepared to respond during a cardiac, breathing, or first aid emergency by
receiving appropriate training in Hands-Only CPR and certification in First Aid, CPR and AED;

Resolved further, That the Board directs the Superintendent to disseminate and make available information
about the PulsePoint Respond and AED applications to District employees, students, and families; and, be it
finally

Resolved, That the Board expresses its appreciation to all District employees that will voluntarily register for
and utilize this new resource to help save more lives in the District.

Sponsor: Mónica García

Cosponsors:

Bennett Kayser
Mónica Ratliff

Moved by: Mónica García

Second: Mónica Ratliff

Votes:

Yes: 7
No: 0
Absent: 0
Abstain: 0
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